
Course title: Introduction to the Theory of Law 
 
Modes of evaluation: 40% of the final grade obtained by seminar presentation, 60% by the 
written final exam. Exams will be open book. No evaluation of participation in class. 
 
Course material: Introduction to Critical Legal Theory, Ian Ward, 2004; provided to students 
in a pdf format. In addition, when required, reading lists will be provided before class. 
 
Syllabus outline and course aims: In the lectures we will cover the main strands of legal 
theory, from natural legal theories to positivist theories, from various theories related to 
human rights and ultimately to critical legal studies and postmodern theories. The aim is not 
to study each theory in-depth but to allow students to get the general idea of the positions 
various legal theories have developed in relation to the concept of law. The course will thus 
not provide merely the study of legal theory but will instead use that as a standpoint to study 
the real life impact of the law, both on national and international scale. To this end, we will 
study some of the most important issues concerned with the application of law which will 
give students an insight into how the law works in practice: we will present the basic legal 
systems in the world, look at some of the constitutions from all around the world, look at who 
interprets legal texts and what are the modes of interpretation most often resorted to, whether 
judges in practice look at other judicial decisions when deciding a case, whether national 
courts and legislation actually implement international legal obligations of a state, how certain 
human rights are enforced in practice by different national courts etc. The course will thus 
allow students to understand how the law works in real life and subsequently also to evaluate 
the influence of politics on the law. Students will be stimulated to form opinions on the 
advantages and deficiencies of particular legal systems and to think whether the deficiencies 
can most aptly be changed by a change in the law or else through other measures. In the end 
they will present seminars based on the list of topics provided. Some of the topics will 
examine current world situations (the Arab spring, the Gaza-Israel conflict, the Russia-
Ukraine crisis); students will be given the basic international legal standpoint to understand 
the law regulating these situations and will then continue to research the origins and the 
practice of the conflicts, in order to determine whether they find the law regulating the 
situations adequate or not, assessing in the end also the viability of different legal theories 
learned in class.  


