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GEOPOLITICS 

Course Description 

The course aim is to provide students with insights into the theoretical, historical and 
contemporary political aspects of geopolitics. The course will focus on analytical examination of 
the terms “geography” and “politics” in relation to the concepts of nation-state, political power 
(military, energetic, economic etc.), balance of power, and with the work of some of the main 
figures of geopolitical thought: A. Mahan; H. Mackinder; N. Spykman; Z. Brzezinski etc. On 
these theoretical bases, the course will cover the development of geopolitics 1500s up until 
2000s – contemporary geopolitical issues in Middle-east, Russian pipelines, oil-geopolitics – and 
beyond.     

Course Requirements for Professor McCormick  

Grading 
Grades will be based on a student’s performance in three areas:  written papers; class 
participation and student presentations; and quizzes. 

Final exam (50%) 

The final exam will consist of two parts: the first part consists of four short essay-questions, of 
which the student is required to choose only two, (1, 5 pages maximum each). These two essay-
questions make 10% of the grade each.  
Second part consists exclusively from the topics from the reading list (book chapters, journal 
articles etc.) of which student has to choose one and write a 3 page essay (30% of the grade).  

Class Participation (30%) 
Students are expected to come to class prepared for the class discussion.  This means that 
students are expected to have done all of the readings.  Readings will be provided by online links 
or handed out in class. 

Since this half of this course will be short and intensive, class attendance is required.  No excuses 
will be accepted for a missed class.  Each missed class will result in a class participation grade of 
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“0” for that class.  If there was a pop quiz during the missed class, you will also receive a grade 
of “0” for that quiz. 

Quizzes (20%) 
There will be occasional surprise “pop” quizzes. They will be short and simple, testing whether 
you did the reading.   

Reading list (obligatory):  

Brzezinski, Zbigniew, The Grand Chessboard: American primacy and its 
geostrategic imperatives, Basic Books 1997 

John Baylis & Steve Smith (eds.),The Globalization of World Politics, Oxford University Press, 
2008 

Lucas, Edward, The New Cold War, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2007.  

Morgenthau, Hans J., Politics among Nations, Mcgraw Hill 2006 
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